l8o                             COTTON COMMISSIONER

The railway was not open so far, but I was able to get to
Oomrautee on the contractors' engine. All along the line
were the contractors' European assistants, each one of whom
had ponies for his work. The contractors, who were my
good friends, sent word along the line to lay out mounts
for me from end to end. And a curious lot were those
horses and ponies! I had a hot ride throughout the day,
and ought to have finished the 120 miles by dinner-time.
But, late in the afternoon, one of the horses foundered, and
I had to walk several miles on foot. Then night came on,
and I could not get along fast. I did not reach the Resid-
ency until after midnight, and I then thoroughly enjoyed a
bottle of champagne and my comfortable bed. And in such
good condition was one in those days, that I did not feel
distressed the next morning, and got to work in due course
cheerily enough.

During my stays at Khangaon I was always in cordial
communication with my several German friends there, and
I was generally accompanied by my assistant, who was
really my secretary, Mr Alexander Dunlop, son of the Chair-
man of the Glasgow Chamber of Commerce, whom, as will
be related later, 1 was able to start on a career which has
proved of the greatest value to the Hyderabad Government
and credit to himself. One season, as the heat in tents was
monumental, I proposed to a little German merchant, who
was installed in a new house built for him by his firm at
Khangaon, that he should let my secretary and myself
"chum" with him during the weeks we should have to
spend at the market, and occupy some of his available
spare room. To this he at once good-naturedly assented.
We found, to our amusement, that his dining-room had
been furnished appropriately, according to Continental ideas,
with a large long table, such as is to be seen in a hotel
abroad, and capable of dining about eighteen people. At
tils we commenced to take our meals, seated at one end,
wlfch was garnished with a scrap of tablecloth, the little
maa ^ated at the top, and we flanking him on either